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Press release

Topic: __International Childhood Cancer Day - 15t February 2026

i

Introduction
Childhood cancer describes a group of cancers affecting children and adolescents up to 19 years of age

that are not common in adults. It significantly contributes to the burden of childhood morbidity and
mortality worldwide, with a rising trend.

Annually, around 400,000 new cancer cases are reported worldwide among children and adolescents.
According to National Cancer Registry data from 2022, a total of 940 cases were reported in these age
groups, with 499 boys and 441 girls diagnosed with childhood and adolescent cancers, In 2021, the
Registrar General’s Department recorded 199 childhood cancer-related deaths, 121 boys and 78 girls.

The most frequently occurring childhood cancers include leukaemias (blood cancer), lymphomas {cancer
of the lymph nodes), brain tumours, and bone cancers. Among these, leukaemias and brain cancers were
responsible for the highest number of childhood cancer-related deaths.

| Every year, the 15th of February is considered ‘International Childhood Cancer Day’. The objective of
commemorating this day is to raise awareness about childhood and adolescent cancers and to express
support to children and adolescents with cancer, the survivors, family members, and health and non-
health caregivers.

The theme for this year - “Demonstrating Impact”- Highlights the impact of global unity and
achievements to sustain momentum toward equal cancer care for all children.

The main content

Although childhood cancers are relatively rare, survival rates exceed 80% in high-income countries within
five years of diagnosis. However, in low- and middle-income countries, 5-year survival ranges between
10% and 50%. This disparity is primarily due to delayed diagnosis, challenges in obtaining an accurate
diagnosis, restricted access to treatment, treatment discontinuation, and deaths caused by treatment-
related side effects.

Treating childhood cancer is a joint effort between families and healthcare teams. Both preventive and
curative sectors continuously assess and address challenges in service provision for improved care. The
National Cancer Control Programme and the National Cancer Institute of Sri Lanka collaborate to oversee
and enhance care quality at all levels across the country.

ICCD (International Childhood Cancer Day) is observed annually to raise awareness about childhood
cancer and advocate for better access to care, treatment, and support for chiidren battling cancer
worldwide. The 2024-2026 campaign is a three-year plan to overcome challenges and improve childhood
cancer care through step-by-step, long-term efforts.

The first year (2024) of the campaign focused on exposing the diverse challenges and inequalities
encountered by those navigating the complex landscape of childhood cancer. The second year (2025)

highlighted collaborative efforts and innovative initiatives emerging in different regions to tackie the




challenges identified in the first year. In the final year {2026), under the theme “Demonstrating Impact,”
the focus is on demonstrating the collective impact achieved—showcasing successes, lessons learned
and positive change to reinforce global commitment to equitable care.

’

For further details

Dr. Senaka Thalagala, Director {Mobile No: 0706722177)

National Cancer Control Programme

555/5, Public Health Complex, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 05

E mail - ncepsl@yahoo.com, Web https://www.ncep.health.gov.lk/

Dr. Suraj Perera, Consultant Community Physician (Mobile No: 0714969539)
National Cancer Control Programme

555/5, Public Health Complex, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 05

E mail - ncepsi@yahoo.com, Web https://www.neep. health.gov.lk/

Dr. Mahendra Somathilaka, Consultant Paediatric Oncosurgeon (Mobile No: 0714402623)
National Cancer Institute of Sri Lanka, Maharagama

Dr. Dimuthu Thennakoon, Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon {Mobile No: 0714492429} -
Lady Ridgeway Hospital for Children, Colombo 8

Dr. D. P. C. K. Ananda Lal, Consultant Neuro Surgeon {Mobile No: 0704809543)
Lady Ridgeway Hospital for Children, Colombo 8
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