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The format for Press Release / Press Briefings through HPB

Topic/event

Commemoration of World Tuberculosis (TB) Day 2026 in Sri Lanka

Introduction to the topic/event

(limit to 100 words)

World Tuberculosis (TB) Day is commemorated globally on 24th March each year to
raise awareness on the health, social, and economic impact of tuberculosis and to
strengthen efforts to end TB worldwide. Sri Lanka will commemorate World TB Day
2026 under the leadership of the National Programme for Tuberculosis Control and
Chest Diseases (NPTCCD), Ministry of Health and Mass Media, together with national
and regional health and non-health stakeholders. This year’s commemoration aims to
promote public awareness, encourage early diagnosis and treatment, and reaffirm Sri
Lanka’s commitment to ending TB as a public health threat.

Theme (if any)

“Yes! We Can End TB — Led by Sri Lanka, Powered by People™

The main content
( event/message / information / notice)

In commemoration of World TB Day 2026, the National Programme for Tuberculosis
Control and Chest Diseases (NPTCCD) of the Ministry of Health and Mass Media will
conduct a series of awareness and advocacy activities to highlight the importance of
early detection, prompt treatment, treatment adherence, prevention of transmission, and
reduction of stigma related to tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis remains a significant public health concern in Sri Lanka. According

to World Health Organization (WHQO) estimates, around 14,000 TB cases are
expected annually. However, reported notifications remain lower, with
approximately 8,000-9,500 cases detected each year, indicating a gap of nearly
5,000 undetected TB patients in the community.

In 2025, a total of 8,125 new TB cases were reported, including 5,177 males and
2,948 females. Although 5-15% of TB cases are expected among children under
14 years, only 231 paediatric TB cases (3%) were detected in 2025, highlighting
potential under-detection.

NPTCCD aims to raise awareness about TB symptoms, early care-seeking, and the
availability of free diagnosis and treatment through government health institutions
across the country. Strengthening multi-sectoral coflaboration and public engagement
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remains essential to accelerate Sri Lanka’s efforts to end TB in Sri Lanka

If it is an event
( mention Date /Time/Venue)

Details of your institute/programe and the contact numbers

National Programme for Tuberculosis Control and Chest Diseases (NPTCCD) of the
Ministry of Health and Mass Media

Telephone: Director 0718178731

Email: nptecddirector@gmail.com

Website: https://www.nptccd.health.gov.lk/

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/NPTCCD




